
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 1 – Friday, April 29, 2011 

6:45 AM – 7:45 AM Simple Morning Practice for Body, Mind and Spirit 
Stretching, movement and centering of attention 

-Joyce Seelig, LCSW - 

7:30 AM–8:00AM Registration 

8:00AM–8:45AM Welcome and Faculty Introductions: Lisa Stearns, MD 
Spiritual Message for the day – Carole Weber, MA, BCC 

Treating the Patient with Malignant Pain - it takes a team 
-Lisa Stearns, MD- 

8 :4 5 A M –9 :3 0 A M Pain Therapy for bone metastasis 
-Allen Burton, MD- 

9:30AM-10:00AM Challenging Cases in Malignant Pain 
-Gobi Paramanandam, MD - 

10:00AM-10:15AM Q&A 

10:15AM-10:45AM Coffee Break& Networking 

10:45AM-11:15AM Symptom Management in Malignancy 
- Gobi Paramanandam, MD - 

11:15AM-11:45AM Universal Precautions and Urine Drug Testing in Pain Practice 
-Gail McGlothlen, MSN, CNS- 

1 1 : 4 5 A M - 1 2 : 1 5 Interventional Pain Therapies – When medication is failing 
- Allen Burton, MD - 

1 2 :1 5 -1 :0 0  P M Lunch 

1:00 PM-1:45 PM How to Start a Cancer Pain Program 
- Lisa Stearns, MD, Marc Huntoon, MD and Dennis Wipperling – 

(Day in the Life facility tour – private practice, University setting and Business Perspective) 

1 : 4 5 A M - 2 : 1 5 P M Integration of Physician Extenders in your Practice 
- Jennifer Kiser, PA - 

2:15 PM-2:45PM Roles we play in the system – What does the oncologist want from you? 
Michael Gordon, MD - 

2:45PM-3:15PM Coffee Break & networking 

3:15PM-3:45PM Neurosurgical Options for Malignant Pain Control 
-William Rosenberg, MD - 

3:45PM-4:30PM Medicare Compliance and what you need to know from the Justice Department 
-Jeffrey Peterson- 

4:30PM-5:00PM 
SCS for Chronic Pain secondary to cancer and the treatment of cancer pain – Secrets from 

interventional radiology 
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-Abram Burgher, MD - 

5:00PM–5:15PM 
Session Wrap up 

 

6:00PM–7:00PM 
Evening activity – Welcome Reception in vendor area  

7:00PM-9:00PM 
Wizard of Oz party and dinner – tie in with sessions from the day  



 
 
 
 
Saturday, April 30, 2011 Day 2 

6:45AM-7:45AM  Simple Morning Practice for Body, Mind and Spirit 
Stretching, movement and centering of attention 

-Joyce Seelig, LCSW - 

7:30AM–8:00AM  Registration 

8:00AM–8:15AM  Welcome 
-Gobi Paramanadam, MD - Moderator – 

Spiritual Message for the Day 
-Carole Weber, MA, BCC - 

8:15AM-8:45AM  Encouraging Life Review and Setting Realistic Goals 
- Joyce Seelig, LCSW - 

8:45AM-9:15AM  End of Life Discussions 
- Charles F. von Gunten, MD – San Diego Hospice - 

9:15AM-9:45AM  Demands of this Type of Practice on the Provider 
-Lisa Stearns, MD - 

9:45AM-10:00AM  Q&A 

10:00AM-10:30AM  Coffee Break & Networking 

10:30AM-10:50AM  Interventional Therapies and SCS for Chronic, Malignant Pain 
- Marc Huntoon, MD & Abe Burgher, MD - 

10:50AM-11:10 AM  Cancer Pain – current clinical problems and future directions 
- Allen Burton, MD - 

11:10AM-11:30 AM  Treating Spinal Stenosis in the malignant pain patient 
-Lisa Stearns, MD - 

11:30AM-12:00PM  Integrating Non-Pain Physicians into your Practice and Creating a Working 
Relationship with Hospice 

-Charles F. von Gunten, MD, Michael Gordon, MD and Gobi Paramanandam, 
MD - 

12:00PM-1:00PM  Lunch 

  Afternoon Workshops 

 Business Rotation – 
Dennis Wipperling, 
Jeffrey Peterson  

Palliative Care 
for 

Interventionali
sts and Fellows 

Interventional 
Rotation for 
Palliative Care 
Clinicians 

Mid-Level track – 
PainCAP – 
Jennifer Kiser & 
Gail McGlothlen 

Case Observation 
(taped live cases 
and discussion) – 
sign up required 

1:00PM-1:45PM Billing, coding and 
Prior Authorizations 
-Jeffrey Peterson 

Chronic Cancer 
Pain, a new 
disease 
-Allen Burton, 
MD 

Device management 
and Troubleshooting 
-Abram Burger, MD 

See separate 
agenda details 
below IT pump therapy 

-Lisa Stearns, MD 

1:45PM-2:15PM 
Electronic Health 
Records and 
government 
incentives, 

Legal and 
Ethical Issues 
-Charles F. von 
Gunten, MD 

Palliative care 
-Gobi 
Paramandandam, 
MD 

See separate 
agenda details 
below SCS, PNS, Field 

Stimulation 
-Mark Huntoon, 
MD 
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meaningful use, e-
prescribing. PQRI and 
penalties 
-Caroline Hoitela, 
MLS 

2:15PM-2:45PM  Coffee Break & Networking 

2:45PM-3:30PM Payer analysis and 
payer contracting – 
Christi Roman and 
Dennis Wipperling 

Social Work 
-Joyce Selig, 
LCSW 

Best Practices for 
Interventionalists 
Treating Patients 
with Malignant Pain 
-Allen Burton, MD 

Coordination of 
Pain Intervention 
and Management 
of a Hospice 
Patient – Luis 
Gonzalez, MD 

MILD 
-Lisa Stearns, 
MD& Abe Burgher, 
MD 

3:30PM-4:15PM 
Staff and staff 
management – Dennis 
Wipperling and 
Christi Roman 

Treating the 
whole patient 
-Allen Burton, 
MD 

Sterile 
Compounding & 
Pharmacology of IT 
medications and use 
in Cancer Pain  
-Lisa Stearns, MD,  
& Stephen Laddy, 
RPh 

See separate 
agenda details 
below Ultrasound 

Guided Rib Blocks 
Ultrasound for 
PNS 
 TBD- 

4:15PM – 5:00PM 
Marketing and 
Referral 
Development – 
Jeffrey Peterson and 
Christi Roman 

Coordination of 
Pain 
Intervention 
and 
Management of 
a Hospice 
Patient – Luis 
Gonzalez, MD 

TBD 
William Rosenberg, 
MD 

See separate 
agenda details 
below IR interventions 

for bony tumors 
and cryoablation – 
Dr. Sidell (?) 

 

 
******************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Afternoon workshops - Mid-Level track – PainCAP – Jennifer Kiser & Gail McGlothlen 

 
1:00PM-
2:15PM 

 
Round Table Discussions 

1) The effects of opiates on the endocrine system – Kim Bellows, PA-C 
2) IT drugs – what to use and when…data on combination use – Keri Fakata, RPh 
3) Troubleshooting Intrathecal Pumps and Catheters – Jennifer Kiser, PA-C 
4) Patient selection for implanted devices for pain – Gail McGlothlen, MSN, CNS 

 
 
2:15PM-
2:45PM 

 
Coffee Break and Networking 

 
2:45PM-
3:30PM 

 
Coordination of Pain Intervention and Management of a Hospice Patient – Luis Gonzalez, MD 

 
3:30-5:00 

 
Round Table Rotations Discussions 

1) Patient Selection for Opioid Therapy – Jeremy Adler, PA-C 
2) Team building and managing burn-out – Joyce Seelig, LCSW 
3) Practice Management Issues – Rebecca Hittle, RN 
4) Trouble shooting implantable devices for pain – Gail McGlothlen, MSN, CNS 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, May 1, 2011 Day 3 
 

6:45AM-7:45AM Simple Morning Practice for Body, Mind and Spirit 
Stretching, movement and centering attention 

-Joyce Seelig, LCSW- 

7:30AM–8:00AM Registration 

8:00AM–8:15AM Welcome 
-Lisa Stearns, MD- 

Spiritual Message for the day 
Carole Weber, MA, BCC 

8:15AM-8:45AM Interventional Pediatric Pain Management 
-Lisa Stearns, MD- 

8:45AM-9:00AM Round table introductions and instructions 

9:00AM-10:15AM Round Table Rotations 1 – 4 
5)  IDDS Therapy for Malignant Pain – Marc Huntoon, MD 
6) Troubleshooting Intrathecal Therapy Pharmacology – Allen Burton, MD 
7) Troubleshooting Intrathecal Pumps and Catheters – Jennifer Kiser, PA-C 
8) PTM Utilization – Abe Burgher, MD 
9) **by invitation only* Establishing the Triad of Care (Key Opinion Leader breakout) – Lisa 

Stearns, MD 

10:15AM-10:45AM Coffee Break & Networking 

10:45AM-12:00 Round Table Rotations 5 – 8 
 

10) Pharmacy - Compounding and Pharmacy Services – Jennifer Kiser, PA-C  
11) Partnering with Hospice – Gobi Paramanandam, MD 
12) Hospital Nurses as a Referral Source – Lisa Stearns, MD 
13) Managed Care Relationships- Case Mgt &  Discharge Planners – Joyce Seelig, LCSW 
14) The Chaplain’s Role in Supportive Care – It’s not about religion – Carol Weber 

1 2 : 0 0 - 1 : 0 0 P M Lunch 

1:00PM-2:15PM Phase Break-outs 

 Phase I – Round Tables 
(Never Previously attended Cancer College) 

 Medication management 
 Emergent appointment management 
 Family and patient expectation management 
 Communication with Hospice, Social Work, Palliative Care, Interventional 

Med, Oncology, Primary Care 
 Defining your role 
 Understanding cancer diagnoses, treatment options and goals of care 
 Understanding new therapies and options in chronic pain 

• Surgeries, implantable devices – stim, pump (PTM and drug options) 
 Understanding and supporting options and expectations in quality of life and 

treatment of the whole patient (sexuality, relationships, sleep) 
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 Phase II (attendance at Cancer College previously) 
- Lisa Stearns, MD, Allen Burton, MD –  

Case study review for Staffing 
Best Practices 

2:15PM–2:30PM Session Wrap up and close 

 

 


